I am a landscape architect in Seattle USA and participated in the Spring 2017
trip. It was an exciting and enriching experience and I am looking forward to
going back in October. Once involved in something tangible such as this, it is
impossible to not feel the drive to complete the classroom and get the water
system functioning as soon as possible. Working beside the local residents,
trying to communicate, laughing and joking around was a joyful experience.
This Hudad project gives as much satisfaction and positive energy to the
volunteers as it gives benefits to the residents.
Having not traveled to a developing country or remote area for many years, I
was interested to see the juxtaposition of new technology with the old. Cell
phones are as ubiquitous as donkeys. Yet coffee is still ground and made by
hand with a careful, purposeful and respectful process that honors each
guest. The fields are plowed by a team of oxen with wooden plow and hard
human labor. Children are curious, playful, surefooted and always smiling.
The culture is ancient, complex and fascinating.
I was concerned before going about how our influence would alter the lives
of the villagers. Would the addition of the school cause unintended
consequences? Are we doing the right thing? It is clearly a complicated issue
and our actions will have ripple effects. I think we need to continue to be
careful about how the project is managed over the long term, making sure
the access to improvements is as equitable as possible. I am interested to
get into this aspect of the project in more detail this next trip.
I am excited at the prospect of spending time with the Australian team
again. They bring such good energy and enthusiasm. It is infectious!
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