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UPDATE VOLUNTEER TRIP FEBRUARY
Dean McLaren’s testimonial (board member FoTH):
The most recent trip to Ethiopia saw myself and 3 young volunteers from Melbourne
head up to the plateau to continue work on the school and, in particular, construction
work on the second classroom.
With the footings for the second classroom having been laid in 2017 when we
commenced the first classroom, the local stonemasons had been able to get some
of the corner stonework completed prior to our arrival. Once on site we set about coordinating the construction work to get the walls up to pitching plate height in order
to get ready for the roof construction. Using four local stonemasons and a large
contingent of local labourers we were able to achieve quite a substantial amount of
building in the time we were there, despite the delays and frequent religious holidays
that we encountered. Much of the stone had already been cut and shaped, which
allowed the walls to proceed at a good pace. We set out the window sills and, as the
windows were not immediately on site, ensured that allowances were made to
guarantee that the fabricated steel windows would fit in the spaces between the
stone pillars once they arrived. Lintels were made for above the door and scaffold
constructed to ensure the work could continue as it rose steadily above the ground.
Sand and cement were continually hauled down some 800m from the next plateau
by donkey and human, although this time, thankfully, we had water on site, saving
the women the backbreaking job of carting water in.

It was lovely to see so many children coming and going to school each day,
especially now that the enrolments are up to 70 students. The younger children are
being taught in the old temporary wooden classroom for the moment, due to the
larger number of students. The teachers and students are very much looking forward
to having the second classroom completed and having more space in which to
learn. It was refreshing to see the students utilising access to the running water,
which is now readily available outside the toilet block. Each morning they would

enthusiastically wash before class began. It was also wonderful to see the
volunteers engaging with the students at break-times, with ball games and physical
activities, and they built up a strong relationship and connection with the children.
The vegetable garden beside the school has been a great success and it was
encouraging to see produce being sold while we were there to the many villagers
and locals who regularly walk by the garden. Money from this project goes into a
community account to provide funds to buy more seedlings each season.

Thomas, one of the volunteers, and I, were due to return to work for another month
in mid-March but, sadly, I had a fall and broke my collarbone and had to return to
Australia early. At the beginning of May another contingent of volunteers will be
heading over to continue work on the toilet block and the second classroom. It is
hoped that the toilet block will be completed and fully functional during the next
volunteer trip to the Hudad.

One of the nicest things about returning to Lalibela and the plateau was seeing old
friends, and also that when mentioning the school in Lalibela, you became acutely
aware that so many more people know about the FoTH project and the value that it
is to the children of the Hudad and surrounding area.
Our sincere thanks to Esubalew, Thomas and Myles, our volunteers, for their
commitment and time on the plateau. I am sure that the students were delighted to

have these 3 young men engage with them and thoroughly enjoyed playing ball
games and having conversions with them. Their efforts, enthusiasm and input were
greatly appreciated.
(you can read a full version of Dean’s testimonial on our website:
https://friendsofthehudad.files.wordpress.com/2012/07/testimonial-dean-mclaren2019.pdf)
UPCOMING TRIP
Our trip in May will see a group of 7 take up the baton from Dean.
2 new volunteers, Adam Bratt and Sue Dobbin and 1 returning volunteer – Hope
Page, will join Jodie, Conrad, Jacqueline and Madge (members of the Board) for the
final push to get the second classroom and Ablutions block finished and operating.
We were hoping the work would have been further advanced by the time we got
there, but due to Dean’s unfortunate accident and early departure from the Hudad
we’ll have to hit the ground running and do our best to make up some lost time.
Materials have been ordered in advance, so hopefully by the time we climb up the
mountain early next week we’ll be able to get stuck into some solid construction
activities.
As usual our bags are filled with building hardware. We’re taking nails, screws, drill
bits and a few tools to help us build a solid roof on the classroom.
Reece Plumbing has very generously donated another $10,000 to help us reach our
goal of finishing the project. Along with other donations coming in from our many
supporters we are very close to having enough funds to get us over the line.
We’re also taking exercise books, pencils and pens, calculators and other equipment
for the students. One donor sewed over 70 pencil cases for the students, and
students from Glamour Puss Studio donated over 100 pairs of socks to keep their
feet warm during those cold winter mornings up on the plateau.
We’re always looking for more funds, as we’re hoping to keep supporting the
community for the months after we finish the building work, to give them a helping
hand to becoming self sufficient once we’ve completed the main work.
There is still ongoing work with land management and reforestation.

UPCOMING EVENT
After last year’s successful benefit event Trio Moirae is again presenting a
wonderful program of works which begins its journey in Austria, stopping over in

Russia and concluding in Argentina. Join us for a winter afternoon in the stunning
surroundings of St Stephen’s Church in Richmond. Complimentary glass of “Little
Cathedral” sparkling wine included. All proceeds will be donated to the project.
E-tickets on line (limited available at the door):
https://www.trybooking.com/BCDAF
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