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Hi <<First Name>>
Happy New Year - Melkam Enkutatash!
This year we have two trips to Ethiopia. The first group is departing in mid-Feb
to continue building the stone walls and installing the windows of the second
classroom. A second group will be departing mid to late March.
We’re currently looking for volunteers to join us on the March trip, where we’re
planning to finish building the classroom. We’d love to hear from anyone who
has some carpentry and/or roof plumbing experience. We’ll be building roof
trusses, putting the roof frame up, and hopefully getting the corrugated iron
fixed in place so the school can enroll another 50 primary age students from the
local farming villages to start their educational journey.
If you don’t have any building experience that’s ok too as we’re happy to teach
you as we go. Whatever your nationality or country of residence, we’d love to
hear from you.
If you’re ready for the experience of a lifetime and would like some more
information please email via the contact link (friendsofthehudad@gmail.org)
Vegetable Garden
There is great news on progress of the vegetable garden. The first crop has
been picked with the local people selling vegetables from the school guard
house. For some people this would have been the first time they have earnt
money and big step towards sustainability.

Any help you can give us is greatly appreciated
We’re still raising the funds to allow us to complete the second classroom,
access to education makes such a big difference for the future of the children
and getting government support for teachers and establishment of a fully
government run school.
If you’re able to make a small (or large) contribution to the project you can
make a TAX DEDUCTIBLE donation via
http://www.entrust.org.au/projects/selimbye-school-community-developmentproject-hudad-plateau-lalibela-ethiopia/?fbclid=IwAR1L3qHQ41xkRhJIjAVvdrmGPJ7IRNP26yo6stOZBNZt88ETugFwXKfA-0

FOTH’s Annual General Meeting was held last December. You can read the
Annual and Financial report on our website:
https://friendsofthehudad.org/2018/01/29/publications/
Thank you to Yvette, Dave and Friends

Yvette and Dave were generous to donate their time and talents at our last
fundraiser in November. It was a great night and enjoyed by many who were
generous in also purchasing donated gifts.

Update of the latest volunteer trip
Volunteer Elena Mitchell:
“The October trip to Ethiopia was truly memorable for me. My first trip to
Ethiopia, my first time in Africa; there was a lot to learn, see and do. Better yet I
got to do it all alongside my dad, Alan.
Our small but powerful group achieved a lot in the short time we were there.
The complicated process of pouring a cement slab on a mountainside was
patiently worked through. This cement separated six separate composting
sections of the toilet block. The wall and roof framework of both the boys’ and
girls’ sides were built and almost all were lifted in to place. Most excitingly, one
door was lifted onto its hinges in the last few hours of the final day!
I admire how the volunteers worked alongside locals, empowering them to use
foreign tools and techniques to build a more sustainable sanitation system. I
took notice of the way a delicate balance was maintained between creating
effective infrastructure that would last, and respecting the ideas and techniques
of local builders. I think it's crucial to how this organisation has integrated into
local communities so successfully.
The team made me feel welcome and useful. I’m glad to have always felt that I
was genuinely contributing to the work. At the same time I’ve gathered a whole
new tool belt of practical skills. I might even qualify as a handy person now!
Many people have heard about how special the Hudad is, but I don’t think
photos and stories do it justice. I’m grateful I got to experience it for myself. “
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