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UPDATE April 2018 TRIP
Three years of hard work is coming to fruition.
Three FoTH Board Members and eight volunteers have just got back from a three
week trip to the Hudad where the hard work over the past few years started coming
to fruition with the completion and fitting out of the first classroom, running water at
the school site, a Water Agreement with the Committee and a significant start to the
ablution block.

First classroom
We started building the first classroom in April 2017. Construction of the roof was
completed and 25 desks were fabricated by students at the Lalibela Technical
College. This was a great initiative to support local input. It was an exciting day to
see farmers from the four villages collect the desks on a Friday morning and carry
each one up the arduous track on their backs, arriving mid-afternoon, ready to
arrange the classroom for classes on Monday morning. The students and teacher,
as well as other members of the community, were overjoyed to see them arriving on
the plateau. On Saturday the 21stApril the classroom was officially opened with a
small celebration of students, families, the school teacher and Friends of the Hudad.

Books
While we made a good start with desks and a blackboard, the school has no
teaching materials. Last week, while Sisay, our Country Representative, was in
Addis Ababa, he met with Brave Hearts Ethiopia, who have very kindly donated a
number of text books for our school. Sisay helped select suitable books for the
school and will take them up to the plateau on his next visit later this week.

Project Director Sisay and Adonna of Brave Hearts Ethiopia

Donated Clothes and Footwear
Providing books and clothes to the school children has become a regular event.
Thanks to all who donated clothes, they were very much appreciated and will help
keep the children warm during the chilly days and nights at the Hudad. Thank you
also to those who donated money for shoes: each student got a pair of shoes that
were bought locally in Lalibela.

Ablutions Block
We had originally planned to make a start on the girls toilet block, but after some
discussion and community consultation a design was agreed on where the boys and
girls ablution blocks will be in the one building separated by a tall internal wall. This
meant we were able to cut down on materials and construction time making the
ablution block quicker and cheaper to construct.

The pit has been dug and stone walls built up to ground level for the “Alternating Pit”
composting toilet design based on plans from Unicef. We also started the main front
wall, which acts as a privacy wall for the toilet cubicles placed behind it as well as
the handwashing area at the front of the wall. Plumbing for the taps was placed in
the wall as the stonework reached an appropriate height. By the time we left there
were only a couple of courses to complete the 11metre long wall. The taps were
fitted and are now the main source of water to the school site.

Construction of the ablution blocks

Water System
At 3:50pm on Tuesday 24thApril, water officially arrived at the school site. Water
pressure is similar to town water, gravity fed from a holding reservoir high above the
school on the next hillside. Water flowing freely was a sight for sore and dusty eyes

after three years of design and construction work. FoTH started this part of the
project in early 2015.
With the water running we could detect any areas that needed attention, and many
hours were spent checking the pipeline and fixing leaks. By the time we left we were
confident that the whole system was working well.
We have consulted with the Hudad Community Committee about how the water is to
be used. It was agreed that all water will be used exclusively for the school site until
the end of the year. This will include irrigating a new vegetable garden and orchard
that will be planted over the next couple of months by the community.
Water use will be monitored to work out the school water needs before water can be
provided to other areas of the community. A Water Agreement was signed with the
Community Committee before turning on the taps. The Committee is made up of
representatives from each of the four villages that FoTH is collaborating with on this
project. Plumbing and water outlets were installed at the future vegetable garden
and orchard, and in the external wall of the ablutions block, which will have 8 fully
operational taps once it’s completed.

Vegetable garden and orchard.
With the advent of the water system, the Hudad School Committee were quick to
assist in plotting out the vegetable garden and orchard, an area of 70m by 30m. We
were advised that a fence was essential to keep animals out and all got onto digging
post holes and getting a fence up quick smart!
The community are now donating their time on a voluntary basis to plough the field
and prepare the garden beds ready to plant seeds that FoTH Director Sisay
purchased last week in Addis. Apple trees will be planted just before the rainy
season arrives in July.

Community working on the fence and preparing the garden beds

More on the water system
The water system has consumed a lot more of our time, energy and funds than
originally envisaged, however the joy on the faces of all present at the official turning
on of the taps is only part of the story of the significance of this asset. FoTH has
been guided by Unicef WASH guidelines in relation to hygiene and sanitation as one

of the keys to the success of schools such as ours. Being able to provide potable
water for drinking and hygiene and to enable a large community garden within the
school site, will have immense and long-lasting benefits to the whole community.
The system comprises:
stone capping structures of 3 natural springs.
construction of 2 x 25,000 Ltr stone holding reservoirs.
fabrication and installation of steel support frames for 16 solar panels to power
the submersible pump.
installation and commissioning of the submersible pump.
laying of approx. 3,000 meters of buried 2” HDPE pipeline connecting the
springs, reservoirs and school site.
installation of valves, metering, piping and tap outlets at the ablutions and
community vegetable garden.
As with all our construction activities, the majority of paid labour was from the local
community. All materials that weren’t available on the plateau such as sand, cement,
steel, pump, piping and consumables were carried by mule or local community
members up the arduous path to the 3,300 Hudad plateau and beyond.
The benefits to the local community go beyond the opportunity to earn cash income
from excess crops. Skills were acquired and refined, relationships and
understanding were formed between international volunteers and local
workers. Bringing water to the community garden will allow the production of new
and traditional crops for local consumption as well as the opportunity to generate
income through the sale of excess crops.
Managing, monitoring and maintaining the system as well as managing any income
generated by the use of water will introduce a whole new set of skills and
responsibilities to the local community and contribute to sustainability and selfdetermination.

THANKS
to the April 2018 volunteers and other associated support team.
Thanks go to our tireless supporters and donors and in particular to the following
people who made up our volunteer contingent on the April trip:

Our Seattle friends:
Jennifer Mundee, Suzanne Findley, Walt Cannon and Michael List who have each
volunteered 2 or 3 times to the Hudad on the construction trips during 2017 and
2018. They have not only given up their time to be part of the volunteer team, but
also organized fund-raisers in Seattle to help the project along.
Our Australian contingent:
Hope Page – a long time supporter and fund-raiser for buying seeds and seedlings.
Allan Kennedy, of Kennedy Plumbing Geelong, who assisted 2 of his
employees James Matthew and Stephen Weeks to come on this trip to help
complete the roofing and plumbing works. Allan also raised significant funds by
winning a Reece Plumbing Grant and convincing several Geelong businesses to
pitch in as well.

Community engagement

to these recent donors:
Reece Plumbing – Provision of Reece Abroad Grant
https://www.reecegrant.com.au/abroad-grants/current-abroad-projects/an-ethiopianschool-for-the-hudad/
Other Geelong businesses: Adroit Insurance Group, AKS Industries Pty Ltd, The

Aussie Roof Co, Blood Toyota Motor Group.
to our wonderful local guides/interpreters/work supervisors,Temesgen Damtew,
Endalew and Workye, as well as Eyayaw Zagi, who was the official
interpreter/translator for FoTH on this trip.
to the students of North West School, Seattle, their sister Lebawi school in Addis,
and volunteer Bob Martin who co-ordinated the project. The group spent a few days
in March capping another spring above one of the villages. A great effort in tough
inhospitable terrain that will provide clean water to the village as well as providing a
great volunteer experience to the students of both schools. Well done Bob for driving
this initiative.

Construction of the roof

NEXT TRIP
If you are interested in volunteering, the next trip will be late September/ early
October 2018. Our aim will be to complete the ablutions block, carry out
maintenance of, and operational training in the use of the water system, along with

helping equip the community with the necessary skills and structure to take over
management of the school and infrastructure. Please contact FoTH to express your
interest as soon as possible as we are only able to take a small number of
volunteers each trip.

FUNDRAISING
Thermomix raffle
The Thermomix Raffle was a huge success and raised $3,800.
The lucky winner was Alan Mitchell, who volunteered during the October 2017 trip.
Alan decided a Thermomix was not his thing and generously donated the item back
to FoTH. With the money raised we were able to purchase 25 new school desks and
new blackboards. Many thanks to Danielle Hearn for organizing the fundraiser.
Rugs
We brought back beautiful handwoven traditional rugs from Lalibela, which can be
purchased through the following link: https://chuffed.org/project/the-friends-of-thehudad . All proceeds will go towards setting up the veggie garden in the school
grounds.
Socks
Thank you to Glamour Puss Studios Tap Dancing Academy – over the month of
May they will collect socks for the students that we will distribute next trip. What a
great initiative!
We need your help!
Now the school is operating we are looking for funds to buy bookshelves, learning
materials, etc. If you are keen to do a small fundraiser at your local school, sport
club or within your local community please contact us
on friendsofthehudad@gmail.com

Copyright © 2018 Friends of the Hudad Inc., All rights reserved.
You are receiving this email because you opted in at our website www.friendsofthehudad.org

Our mailing address is:
Friends of the Hudad Inc.
67 Scotchmer Street
Fitzroy, Vic 3068
Australia
Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

